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Report #10 from the Steering Committee  

CWC Steering Committee Reviews the Case for Legislated Protection  
of the Chebucto Wilderness, known traditionally as the  

Five Bridge Lakes Wilderness Area  (FBLWA) 
 
Five members of the CWC Steering Committee met with Senior Staff of the Department of Environ-
ment on July 31, 2009 to review the case for legislated protection of the Five Bridge Lakes Wilder-
ness Area proposed by the Chebucto Wilderness Coalition  as a preliminary step to meeting with 
the Honourable Sterling Belliveau, the new Minister of Environment, Fisheries, and Agriculture.  At 
this meeting, the Steering Committee reviewed the following points. 
 
1. In a recent letter to the CWC, Minister Belliveau confirmed 
Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ мн҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΩ ƭŀƴŘΦ  
According to stats Canada, 

Nova Scotia has 55,284 sq km of land mass 
The target of 12% of that is 6,634.08 sq km  
8.3% or 4,589 sq km of that is already protected  
3.7% or 2,046 sq km remains to be protected 

The Five Bridge lands comprise 9,800 hectares = 98 sq km or 
only 5% of the 2,046 sq km remaining to be protected.   
 

2. Various community groups have been working to conserve 
and protect this land for the past nine years . 

 
3. The community is organized and communicates regularly. 

 
4. The community has consensus concerning the protection of 

this land. 
 
5. The community has worked out many of the preliminary issues that must be addressed re-

garding the use of the land in ways other communities have not.  For example, an agreement 
has been reached with the OHV community 
to exclude the Old St. Margaret's Bay Road 
and two other roads from protection.  
 
6.  Three months ago (before the election), 
Premier Dexter gave the CWC one of the 
strongest letters of support that we have. 
 
7.  The EAC has recently met with Minister 
Belliveau and identified the Five Bridge 
[ŀƪŜǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9!/Ωǎ ǘǿƻ ǘƻǇ 
priorities for protection. 
 
8. The area is threatened and stressed by 
urban development. 
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